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English Church? . . . We were overwhelmed with
pamphlets on Church reform. Lord Henley, brother-
in-law of Sir Robert Peel, Dr. Burton, and others of
name and influence led the way. Dr. Arnold of
Rugby ventured to propose that all sects should be
united by Act of Parliament with the Church of
England. Reports, apparently well founded, were
prevalent that some of the Prelates were favourable
to alterations in the Liturgy. Pamphlets were in wide
circulation recommending the abolition of the Creeds
(at least in public worship), especially urging the ex-
pulsion of the Athanasian Creed; the removal of all
mention of the Blessed Trinity; of the doctrine of
baptismal regeneration ; of the practice of absolution.
We knew not to what quarter to look for support.
A Prelacy threatened and apparently intimidated; a
Government making its power subservient to agi-
tators, who avowedly sought the destruction of the
Church. . . . And, worst of all, no principle in the
public mind to which we could appeal; an utter
ignorance of all rational grounds of attachment to
the Church; an oblivion of its spiritual character, as
an institution not of man but of God; the grossest
Erastianism most widely prevalent, especially amongst
all classes of politicians. There was in all this enough
to appal the stoutest heart; and those who can recall
the feeling of those days will at once remember the
deep depression into which the Church had fallen, and
the gloomy forebodings universally prevalent."

" Before the spirit and temper of those who met at